Classroom Research Grant 

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of the Central New York Teaching Center Mini-Grant Program?
The purpose of the Central New York Teaching Center Mini-Grant Program is to provide funding to educators for developing, implementing, and evaluating educational programs that make an impact on teaching and learning.  
Who is eligible to receive a CNYTC Mini-Grant?

Individual or team grants are available to public and non-public school educators PreK-12 who are employed in the CNYTC consortium. Team grants may consist of: teachers, administrators, teaching assistants, and higher education professionals.
What types of Mini-Grants can I apply for? 
Classroom Research Grant – Funding to conduct research in the classroom - $1,000/individual or $2,000/team
Creator Grant – Seed money to implement a unique and innovative program - $500/individual or $750/team
Literacy Grant – Funding for the development of a literacy initiative in ELA - $500/individual or $750/team
What is classroom research?

The purpose is to improve teaching and learning by conducting research in the classroom. Classroom research may include determining the effectiveness of a particular program on student achievement, evaluating the use of a specific type of software to teach writing skills or comparing two different approaches of teaching content, skills or strategies.
How many grants may an applicant receive?

An applicant can receive a maximum of two different types of Mini-Grants (see above for types of Mini-Grants). 
What is the timeline?

Applications are available in December in your building or online at www.dreamscape.com/cnytc/grants.html. The proposal must be postmarked on or before March 15, 2008. Proposals must include the Application, Checklist, and Grant Narrative. Written notification of funding status will be made to all applicants in April. The grant must be implemented during the 2008-2009 school year between July 1, 2008 and June 1, 2009.
How are CNYTC grants awarded?

The CNYTC grant program is competitive. Each grant is blind scored by three educators and rated using a rubric. Applicants must obtain the pre-determined qualifying score as decided upon by the Policy Board. Grants are then rank ordered and awarded based on the amount of money budgeted by the Policy Board.
How may grant funds be used?

Funding may be used for: 
· conference registration – travel, meals and lodging not included

· substitute pay

· honorariums

· classroom supplies and materials

· software and equipment – not to exceed $100 per item

* Grant funds in excess of $599 will be taxable income. You will receive a 1099 form; keep your receipts.
Is grant writing assistance available?

Grant writing assistance is available from December 15, 2007 – March 10, 2008. It is recommended that you contact the CNYTC with any questions you may have in regards to the submission of your proposal at 492-4896 or at resource@dreamscape.com. Individual assistance is available in addition to CNYTC grant writing workshops.

A proposal will be disqualified if the:
· Application, checklist or grant narrative is missing.

· Application or grant narrative is not word processed.

· The purchase of software and equipment items is greater than $100 per item.
· Grant funds in excess of 50% are used to compensate applicant.
· Grant Narrative is plagiarized.
Decisions of the CNYTC Grant Committee are final.
